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and he appears to have been at first quite unconscious that there could be any rightful heir to a Kajpiit chieftainship after the extinction of all lineal descendants of the Chief to whose heirs and successors the English   had guaranteed the succession of Kerowlie in 1817.   He held that the distant kinsman adopted was no natural heir at all, and that the adoption was an act which the supreme Government  might or might  not sanction,  as 'seemed expedient.    It is curious, as showing the absence of exact knowledge, to find Lord Dalhousie minuting that the circumstances of  Kerowlie   resembled   in  all   essential particulars those of the Maratha State of Sattara, whereas it was in all essential particulars that the two States differed.   The question, whether this adoption made by the deceased Chief should be sanctioned, was referred to England for decision ;  but in the meantime the heads of the branch families (some thirty-eight in all) entitled to decide disputed successions to the Kerowlie chieftainship, had met, and they set aside  altogether the  adoption, electing instead a man of full age, descended from another son of the ancestor common to the late Chief and to the infant whom he had adopted.    The widows went through the form of adopting this candidate, and the tribal elders then informed the British Government that this was their Chief, and that they would have no other.    Probably they had got an inkling of the danger which overshadowed their little State, and thought that this was one of the critical conjunctures in the affairs of a clan when a man at their head is more useful than a child.    " This is the reason," said one of their leaders, " for adopting a grown-up person, the splendour and government of the State are